[Hypertrophic cranial and spinal pachymeningitis. A description of four new cases and a review of the literature].
Hypertrophic pachymeningitis is an infrequent disease that is characterised by inflammatory hypertrophy of the dura mater. There are cranial, spinal and craniospinal forms of the disease. They may be due to underlying infectious, autoimmune or neoplastic processes, although most of the cases reported in recent years have no base pathology and are known as idiopathic hypertrophic pachymeningitis. The ideal treatment is unknown, but most cases usually respond well to therapy with corticoids. We report two cases of cranial forms, one idiopathic with typical clinical features consisting in cranial polyneuropathy and good response to corticoids, and another case secondary to rheumatoid arthritis that began with epileptic seizures. Both had a parenchymatous oedema. The two forms of spinal pachymeningitis presented as progressive paraparesis that evolved well after surgical removal of the lesion. On observing pachymeningitis in neuroimaging tests it becomes necessary to conduct a comprehensive aetiological study in search of infectious, autoimmune and neoplastic diseases. In the cranial forms there may be parenchymatous oedema, which would explain the epileptic seizures and the cognitive deterioration of our patients. Response to corticoids is spectacular, although it is often necessary to continue to administer them for prolonged periods of time.